
Geology 109: Evolution of the Earth (51-109) 

Make-Up Assignment in Lieu of Attending the Field Trip 

 

*Valid documented reason includes, but is not limited to, extreme health/medical issue, University-sponsored event, 

such as sporting or academic obligations. Other excuses, such as those related to work, familial obligations, or 

entertainment purposes are not automatically granted as valid excuses since the date of the field trip is posted on the 

syllabus since the first day of the semester; it is the students’ responsibility to secure time for this course 

requirement. However, these excuses will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

The class field trip to the Devil’s Lake State Park and surrounding Baraboo, WI region is a 

required part of the course and is discussed in the course description.  

Field trip attendance and participation is intended as integrated learning by incorporating content 

discussed in the classroom and laboratory meetings with hands-on field experience.  

If a student enrolled in 51-109 cannot attend the field trip for a valid documented reason*, a 

make-up assignment has been designed to replace the field trip for equal credit.  

While it is the philosophy of the course that hands-on field experiences such as a field trip are 

one of the best means of understanding geology, a close second is the completion of a research 

paper.  

Research Paper Requirements: 

 Topic: The paper must be a thorough discussion of the geologic history of the Baraboo, 

Wisconsin area, including Devil’s Lake State Park. It is encouraged that students who 

take the make-up option use the field guide printed in their laboratory manual as a guide 

of the main topics that should be addressed in their paper. However, the paper 

requirement is that each of these topics be expanded upon beyond how they are outlined 

in the laboratory manual. 

 Length: 5-7 pages, double-spaced. 

 References: Research papers must use external, peer-reviewed sources only. No external 

sources that are not peer-reviewed, such as Wikipedia or other websites will be accepted. 

The field trip guide in the laboratory manual may be used as a guide only, as only 

primary research is appropriate. 

 Due Date: The paper is due the day of the final exam (end of the semester) and is to be 

electronically submitted so it may first be checked for plagiarism. Students who complete 

their make-up paper up to one week before the deadline may submit it early for one round 

of review by the course instructor. 

 Point Value: The makeup paper is worth up to 50 points, as is field trip attendance and 

participation. 

Other Responsibilities: 

Students who choose to partake in the make-up assignment in lieu of the field trip are still 

required to take the field trip quiz in their laboratory section the week following the field trip. 

This quiz is based on the field trip guide and pre-field trip laboratory exercise held the week 

prior to the field trip. Failure to attend the field trip does not excuse a student from the quiz. 

Any questions about these policies should be directed to your class instructor: 

Dr. Joseph Peterson (petersoj@uwosh.edu). 


