
EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH (GEOLOGY 109), 4 CREDITS, SPRING 2018 
LECTURE AND LAB SYLLABUS 

 
Intructor: Dr. Joseph E. Peterson 920-424-4463 petersoj@uwosh.edu www.jptaphonomy.com 

 

Office: Harrington Hall 211 Office hours: MW 10:30am-12:30pm, F 10:30-11:30am or by appointment  

 

Class Location: Halsey 109 Text:      Prothero & Dott, Evolution of the Earth, 8th Ed. 

      Frey et. al., Earth History 

Class Hours:   

Time   Days   Locations  Instructor 

Lecture:   9:10-10:10 am   MWF      Halsey 109  Peterson  

Lab 1:   12:40-2:50 pm     Wednesday  Harrington 114  Peterson   

Lab 2:   3:00-5:10 pm   Wednesday  Harrington 114  Peterson  

Lab 3:   8:00-10:10 am     Thursday  Harrington 114  Peterson   

Lab 4:   10:20-12:30 pm   Thursday  Harrington 114  Peterson  

 

Course Objectives: 

1) Learn the history and development of geological science and fundamental stratigraphic principles. 

Understand the scientific method and be able to understand and evaluate multiple working hypotheses. 

2) Develop a general understanding of sedimentologic, stratigraphic, and paleontologic concepts required to 

decipher Earth history. 

3) Gain an understanding of global processes and their impact on the shaping of the Earth. 

4) Learn the basic geological history of the Earth with emphasis on North America. Learn the basic history 

and evolution of life. 

 

Exams and Quizzes: 

● Lecture Exams: There will be 4 non-comprehensive exams that will consist of a multiple choice section 

and a written essay section. Exams are worth ~70 points each.  
● Lecture Quizzes: Lecture quizzes are extra credit and worth up to 5 points. These quizzes will be given at 

random. No makeup lecture quizzes will be allowed. 
● Lab Quizzes: There will be 5 non-comprehensive lab quizzes worth ~ 30-40 points each. Quizzes will 

consist of rock, mineral, and fossil identification, written essay, and problem-solving techniques.  
 

Grading: 

Scores will not be curved. Letter grades will be assigned as follows: A (100-90%), B (89-80%), C (79-

70%), D (69-60%), F (<60%). Attendance will be kept by random pop quizzes. 

 

Make Up Policy:  

No make-up exams or assignments will be permitted without a valid*, pre-arranged excuse. ALL absences 

due to illness will require a doctor’s note in order to make up missed assignments, labs, or tests. If you are 

unable to make an exam, you MUST contact me BEFORE the exam is given via email, phone, etc. This 

does not guarantee that your absence will be excused. Make-up labs will not be permitted. You must attend 

your scheduled lab every week.  

 

*Non-valid excuses include (but are not limited to) attending entertainment or sporting events and 

preparation of work for other classes. 
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Field Trip: 

A 1-day field trip to Baraboo and subsequent quiz is a required part of this course. The field trip will be 

offered on Saturday May 5th and Sunday May 6th.  Students who are unable to attend the field trip (e.g. 

physical disability) will be allowed to gain equivalent credit by writing a term paper. Arrangements must 

be made in advance. Over-sleeping, missing the bus, etc are NOT acceptable excuses for missing the 

field trip. If you know you will not be able to attend the trip, you need to make arrangements with me 

PRIOR to the date of the field trip. No exceptions! 

 

 

Class Schedule: (subject to modification) 
Week 1 Jan 29 – Feb 2 Lecture Time and Terrestrial Change - Earth Cycle (Ch 1) 

 Lab Introduction to rocks and minerals 

Week 2 Feb 5-9 Lecture Fossil, Floods, and Heresies (Ch 2) 

 Lab Sedimentary Rocks 

Week 3 Feb 12-16 Lecture Evolution (Ch 3) 

 Lab Quiz 1+ Introduction to Fossils 

Week 4 Feb 19-23 Lecture Relative Age Dating, Numerical Age Dating (Ch 4-5) 

 Lab Stratigraphic Principles 

Week 5 Feb 26 – Mar 2 Lecture EXAM 1, Origins & Evolution of the Early Earth (Ch 6) 

 Lab Topographic and Geologic Maps 

Week 6 Mar 5-9 Lecture Mountain Building and Plate Tectonics (Ch 7) 

 Lab Construction of Geologic Maps 

Week 7 Mar 12-16 Lecture Precambrian History, Early Life Patterns (Ch 8-10) EXAM 2 

 Lab Quiz 2 

Week 8 Mar 19-23 Lecture SPRING BREAK 

 Lab SPRING BREAK 

Week 9 Mar 26-30 Lecture Early Paleozoic (Ch 11) 

 Lab Early Paleozoic Life  

Week 10 Apr 2-6 Lecture Middle Paleozoic (Ch 12) 

 Lab Late Paleozoic Life 

Week 11 Apr 9-13 Lecture Late Paleozoic (Ch 13), EXAM 3 

 Lab Quiz 4 Paleozoic Fossils 

Week 12 Apr 16-20 Lecture Mesozoic History (Ch 14) 

 Lab Mesozoic Life 

Week 13 Apr 23-27 Lecture Mesozoic History (Ch 14), Cenozoic History (Ch 15) 

 Lab Cenozoic Life 

Week 14 Apr 30 - May 4 Lecture Pleistocene Climates (Ch 16) 

 Lab Quiz 5 Mesozoic and Cenozoic Fossils + Field Trip Preparation 

Week 15 May 7-11 Lecture Human Evolution (Ch 16), EXAM 4 

 Lab Quiz #5 - Field Trip 

 

Labs attendance is mandatory. If you miss a lab, YOU MAY NOT ATTEND ANOTHER 

SECTION WITHOUT PRIOR DISCUSSION WITH THE INSTRUCTOR. NO 

EXCEPTIONS!  
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Course Rules, Guidelines, Etiquette, and Success Tips 

 

(1) Tests will be given on the day and at the time listed on the syllabus only, unless discussed otherwise in 

class. Makeup exams will only be permitted with a valid, documented excuse. Unless absolutely impossible 

(which is almost never the case), the reason for missing the exam must be discussed with me before test 

time.  

(2) Occasionally, summaries of the class material will be posted on D2L for your reference. This includes key 

diagrams. This does NOT include lecture notes, which will not be posted; it is your responsibility to attend 

class regularly and get notes during lecture.  

(3) If you have special instructional needs, and have validated these with the appropriate university offices, 

please let me know early in the semester so that we can accommodate you.  

(4) Cooperation and respect are essential to maintaining a learning environment in the classroom.  

(5) Be on time for class. If you must be late, come in quietly and don’t disturb people around you. Repeated 

lateness will be penalized through the university disciplinary system. This may involve loss of points or 

dismissal from the class depending on the nature of the problem. If you have a problem in relation to class 

time, talk to me about it.  

(6) Avoid activities that disrupt people around you (talking, noisy stuff, etc.). If you cause disturbance you will 

be asked to leave the class. Discipline issues will be directed to the appropriate university offices and may 

lead to dismissal from the class or the university. 

 

A Note on Time Management:  

This course is very lab-work-intensive and requires you to successfully manage your own time. The syllabus, while 

subject to minor changes, sets the specific due dates for specific course events (i.e. quizzes, exams, field trips). With 

this information in hand, you are responsible for ensuring that you are prepared for these events. Any deviations to 

the set course schedule will be announced as quickly as possible to provide you with ample time to prepare. 

However, you are still responsible for your preparedness for exams, quizzes, and field trips. 

 

A personal note on the topic of time management: In order to maintain a functional work-life balance, I offer no 

guarantee that emails sent to me after 6pm will be answered prior to the next day. However, I will do my best to 

ensure that I respond to your correspondences in a timely manner. 

 

Electronic Device Policies: 

 Laptop/tablet use in lectures is not recommended. Using your laptop or tablet to take notes often leads to 

checking email and social media or browsing the internet. This hinders your learning and has also been 

shown to distract those around you. Therefore, I highly recommend taking notes on paper. If I receive 

complaints about distracting browsing occurring during class, I hold the right to disallow them in class.  

 Mobile Phones are not permitted for use in the class. Please keep your phones on silent and put away in 

your bag or pocket during class.  

 Photography of slides and lecture content is strictly prohibited. DO NOT TAKE PHOTOS OF LECTURE 

MATERIALS! 

 

Email Etiquette: 

 

Please draft email messages in a professional manner. I offer no guarantee that I will respond to email messages 

written unprofessionally. Some points to consider when drafting an email:  

● Use formal/professional names when addressing the subject.  

(Hint - My name is not “Hey”).  

● Introduce yourself. I teach more than one course at this institution. As such, emailing me without 

introducing yourself and just stating “I’m in your class” is not sufficient input for me to determine your 

identity. 

● Use sentences.  Example 1: This is a sentence. “I will be right back.” 

   Example 2: This is not. “Brb” 

 

See: https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2015/04/16/advice-students-so-they-dont-sound-silly-emails-essay.  

https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2015/04/16/advice-students-so-they-dont-sound-silly-emails-essay

